86(Z)org) Frequently Asked Questions

What is 86647

8664 is a plan to remove Interstate 64 from Louisville’s waterfront. “86” is slang that means to remove or
get rid of something. The idea is to realign 1-64 onto 1-265 in KY and IN after an upriver bridge is completed.
This will redirect cross-country traffic (mainly trucks) around the city and improve access to and from down-
town. It will also allow us to tear down the waterfront expressway from 1-65 to west 15th Street. The 8664
vision should improve downtown and be less expensive than the planned Ohio River Bridges Project.

What is the Ohio River Bridges Project?

The planned Ohio River Bridges Project is a massive $2.5 Billion road-building project that will build two
bridges and triple the size of Spaghetti Junction. How will it affect downtown? I-64 across Waterfront Park
will get 50% wider and Spaghetti Junction will expand to 23 lanes wide. The result will be more noise, traffic
and air pollution. Additionally, the huge expansion in roads will cause “induced traffic” that will fuel eastward
sprawl development and reduced investment in downtown.

Why remove the waterfront expressway?

Louisville is here because of the Ohio River. When we built an expressway between the city and the Ohio
River, we cut off our connection to our past and our greatest natural resources. Waterfront Park is a good
example of the positive impact our waterfront can have on our city, but it's time to take the next step. San
Francisco, Portland and Milwaukee have all removed waterfront expressways and seen dramatic increases
in urban investment and improved livability. It's time for everyone — on both sides of the river — to come
together around an exciting vision for the future of our community.

Where will all the traffic go?

Our regional transportation system will have many years to adapt to the removal of the Waterfront Ex-
pressway. When 1-64 is realigned onto 1-265, it will serve as a bypass for interstate traffic. An “at-grade” or
ground-level boulevard — similar to River Road — will provide access to and through downtown from the east
and west ends. Removing capacity across our waterfront will also naturally spread traffic over the larger
urban street grid. The benefit of this redistribution will be improved vibrancy and economic investment in
under-used or under-served areas of downtown. A comprehensive traffic study should be conducted to
evaluate the 8664 plan.

How can | learn more?

If you can access the Internet, go to www.8664.org and view the three-minute presentation that describes
the entire 8664 vision. You will also find additional materials and links to articles about related transportation
and urban planning issues.
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